
 

NILLUMBIK	  RECONCILIATION	  GROUP	  Inc	  
Report	  for	  the	  year	  

• Nillumbik Reconciliation Group has enjoyed a close and productive relationship with our Shire. 
Together we have held the Australia Day Flag Raising, the Reconciliation Week Flag Raising, 
and two NAIDOC events:  

Mick Woiwod — local historian, founding father of Reconciliation in Nillumbik and author 
of over twenty books which explore Yarra Valley and Wurundjeri history, the creation 
stories about the land and the heroes of the Wurundjeri clan — gave a fireside chat to 
members of the public at Edendale, a farm and indigenous plant nursery run by the Shire.  
Mick also gave a fireside talk at the Gawa Wurundjeri Resource Trail, with tours of the trail 
conducted by NRG members. 

• We maintain the Gawa Trail and meet fortnightly to weed and plant the Moor-rul Grasslands at 
the Kangaroo Ground Platform. 

• We have been developing new texts for replacement trail markers at the Gawa Trail, including 
input from Dean Stewart and Uncle Bill Nicholson; an illustrative border for the signs has been 
commissioned from Wurundjeri artist Judy Nicholson. The Shire will provide in-kind support 
for parts of this project and for the installation and launch in March next year. The cost of the 
plaques has been met with a grant of $5,500 under the Community Heritage Program of the 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities; NRG will 
cover other costs of around $2,500.   

• We also have a grant of $1,100 from Melbourne Water to develop a resource book for 
volunteers acting as trail guides. This will contain more extensive information on Wurundjeri 
culture and the plant and animal resources on the trail, and that information will also be placed 
on the NRG website accessible through a link displayed on the plaques. 

• We were present at the unveiling of the Close the Gap Mural at Hurstbridge Learning Co-op 
and had a lively discussion with the students about Aboriginal history and current issues. We 
also visited Hurstbridge Primary School for Reconciliation Week, and took 80 children from 
OLHC Catholic Primary School around the Gawa Trail, with talks and Q&A sessions, as an 
adjunct to their Indigenous curriculum projects. 

• We helped launch Mick Woiwod's books and assist with their ongoing distribution and sale.  
• We worked with Mick Woiwod and Jim Poulter on the development of two plaques marking a 

former Aboriginal Reserve at Warrandyte; Reconciliation Manningham and NRG jointly 
organised their installation and launch.  

• We assisted Montsalvat to present the Past Matters 2013 celebration of Indigenous literature. 
• We take part in the quarterly REM meetings and the Local Groups Forum. 
• We held stalls at Coranderrk Festival, Warrandyte Fair and Nillumbik Town Fair, and 

participated in the Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place Community Day. 
• Contact has been established with Eltham High School, and a Facebook account is to be 

organised to attract more youth involvement. 
Next year we will give our attention to support for the Constitutional Change Referendum. 

Jan Aitken 
President 
Nillumbik Reconciliation Group October 1, 2013 



 
 

Nillumbik Reconciliation Group Inc
Financial statement for year to 30 June 2013

Cash at Bank 1 July 2012 $13,006.93 Databases reprint & CD duplication $4,258.70
Nillumbik Shire Council grant: Warrandyte Plaques $1,817.28
  - Robert Bridgford Trust: Databases reprint $1,000.00 Events $852.00
Mick Woiwod's Databases Consultancy $130.00
 - Victorian Community History Award $2,000.00 Net administration expenses $276.84
 - Sales $2,051.00
Bush Food sales & stock clearance $200.00
Subscriptions $150.00
Donations $125.60
Resource Kit CD-ROM $345.00
Cards, books $75.00 Carried forward $11,618.71

$18,953.53 $18,953.53

Cash at Bank 30 June 2013 $11,618.71 Liabilities as at 30 June 2013:
NSC - reimbursement for Gurrumul event $630.00   - Robert Bridgford Trust (plaques) $182.72
Petty Cash Float $50.00   - Melbourne Water grant $970.00
Bush Food stock @30/6/13 $0.00   - Your Community Heritage Grant $5,500.00
Personal PA amplifier (written off) $0.00   - Database sales pp Mick Woiwod $792.30
PA amplifier $140.00 Members' equity $4,993.69

$12,438.71 $12,438.71

ASSETS LIABILITIES

INCOME EXPENDITURE

 
When Mick Woiwod received a Victorian Community History Award of $2,000 for his Coranderrk 
Database, and with considerable demand for sales of the remaining copies of the Databases set, we 
saw the opportunity for a limited reprint – this was assisted by a Robert Bridgford Indigenous Trust 
grant of $1,000 from Nillumbik Shire. There is ongoing demand for copies of both the books and the 
double-CD set, with some again being given free to Indigenous organisations and historical societies 
that missed out on the original free distribution. 
Mick’s other project – to install commemorative plaques on the site of the short-lived Aboriginal 
Reserve in the mid-nineteenth century (now Pound Bend) – was successfully completed with 
unveilings by Indigenous Elders on 23rd March. 
The Committee has continued to concentrate on its most important assets for involving young people 
in the Indigenous history of the Shire: the Gawa Trail, Moor-rul Grasslands and their association with 
our Wurundjeri Culture Resource Kit – sales of the kit pick up whenever teachers discover they have a 
curriculum to teach but no resources!  
Texts for the new Gawa Trail plaques (funded by a Federal Environment Dept. grant) are now with an 
experienced editor; after approval by Wurundjeri Elders they will be sent for final layout by Deadly 
Design and then for manufacture – we expect the plaques to be launched in March 2014. 
Concurrently we are also producing a Guides’ Guidebook (with assistance from Melbourne Water) to 
ensure that those conducting tours have an adequate knowledge of native plants and Wurundjeri 
culture; there will also be links on the plaques to additional information on an updated website. 
Sasha Trikojus 
Treasurer, 2012-13 

 


